
Dear WHO Regional Direct, colleague Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen, good afternoon. 
· Thank you for convening these regular meetings, which provide us an excellent opportunity to share the experience and best practices of European countries in fighting against coronavirus pandemic. 
· I would like to take this opportunity and make a brief overview of the activities implemented by the government of Georgia.
· Considering current number of Georgian population, which is 3.7 million, the confirmed COVID19 cases is significantly law in comparison with neighboring countries. As of today, there are 615 confirmed coronavirus cases; 275 – recovered, 9 fatal outcome, 4948 under quarantine and 491 under hospital supervision. 
The low prevalence of morbidity was conditioned by the preventive measures of the government initiated a month before the first COVID-19 case was confirmed.
· On January 6, the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia informed the Government of Georgia about the outbreak of an unusual pneumonia in China.
· On 28th of January, the Government of Georgia approved operational response plan, which determined the responsibilities and duties of the state institutions to efficiently respond to COVID19 pandemic. 
· On January 31st, the definition of COVID19 infection cases was approved and the country moved to active surveillance.
· On February 4th the first COVID19 diagnostic testing was performed at the LUGAR laboratory by using PCR method. As of today, more than 24,000 samples have been tested. At this stage, 12 public and private laboratories are involved in diagnostic component.
· Various methodological recommendations and protocols as well as  educational materials related to the management and diagnostics of the novel coronavirus diseases were developed and periodical revision of the documents is ongoing based on WHO recommendation.
· As a result of preventive measures, the first case of COVID19 was confirmed on 26th of February and internal spread of the infection was on 22nd of March. On March 21, a state of emergency was declared throughout the country and additional restrictions so called lockdown was imposed from 31st of March. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]On regular basis, the Government provides assistance to the citizens of Georgia to return to their home country. From the beginning of March, the Ministry together with the relevant state institutions provides relevant premises for self-isolation / quarantine for suspicious or high-risk persons on Coronavirus and ensures further monitoring during 14 days.
· The management, treatment and monitoring of suspicious and confirmed cases of COVID19 are conducted in 29 health facilities. Apart from that, 25 primary health care setting are involved in online consultations and 15 centers - in the diagnostic process of the patient with fever. 
· According to the government's decision, COVID-19 prevention, diagnosis and treatment services are fully funded from the state budget.
· The government of Georgia, along with health protection of the population directs its efforts to save the economy. On April 24, the Georgian government presented a six-stage anti-crisis plan. We are committed to scale up the response activities with additional financial support from international donors in order to prevent, detect, and respond to the threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and strengthen national systems for public health preparedness in Georgia.
Thank you for your attention.



